Progress in the clinical classification of systemic sclerosis.
Systemic sclerosis (SSc) subset classification criteria are a cornerstone of SSc research. Given changes in our understanding of the disease and limitations of the current criteria in the conduct of trials, the developments of new SSc subset criteria are underway. This article summarizes previous iterations of SSc subset criteria, highlights current thinking about the construct underlying SSc subsets in the modern era and provides an overview of the development of new SSc subset criteria. Using a combination of data-driven and expert-based innovative methodologies, a large international collaborative effort is developing new SSc subset criteria. It is anticipated that this new system of classification will shift the paradigm of how we study novel therapies in SSc.